Clinicopathological study on small renal cell carcinomas with metastases.
Seven metastasizing small renal cell carcinomas smaller than 30 mm in the greatest diameter were clinicopathologically studied for a better understanding of their characteristic features as compared to those of small tumors without metastases. Grayish-white infiltrating tumors in gross appearance and alveolar or solid microscopic structure consisting of granular or spindle cells and of atypical nuclei were suggestive of having metastases. Two tumors which had positive reactions to the lower nephron markers such as SBA, PNA, and/or DBA were considered to be of lower nephron origin and displayed poor prognosis.